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--Hai. -L VI. 1,2. 
T he Righteous perifheth and no Man. lay. 


eth-it to-beart, and -mercifull Men are 
taken. away; none conſidering that 'the 
Reobreowt 11s taken away from the evill 
to come. He hall enter into. peace, they 
reſt in ther Beds each one walking in 
his uprightneſs. | 
PIER HE Prophet Jfalob (a5 4l-the Mi 
W-niſters of Chriſt ) was:et ro 'be'a 


el Watchman, togive warning of Judg- 
REI ment approaching; and 4{ſo. ro be a 


$2 £EY and to ſhew them all their abomina» 
tions, toc cauſes. and procurers bf theſe Judgmente, 
To be alſa the vayce ofa Cryer or a Trumpet to + 
larme and rouſe them 10 7 readine(s, 'thar being God 
would do: this to them ,| they ſhould prepare to meer 
the Lord by a: thorough humiliation , hearty repens 
tance , and effecuall + WOE and —— of 

uch 


C2] 
ſuch things as are amiſſe, In the diſpatch and deli. 
very, of this» his meflage end errand ,,he meets with 
varivus effects, andhis word difiereur eprertajomegnt 
fiom two ſorts of Mens. 1, ſame were /(tubborng 'apd 
diſobedityt/ going on impevicemly in theip rebel; 
adding Sin 196 Sin, and ſccurely promiſing i 
proſperity ., many happy daies , witha plentifa} agd 
flouriſhing State ; norwithſtandiog all the menaces of 
the Prophet , like thoſe Dent. 25. 19. That lay they 
ſhall have peace thergh thty walk, after the imaginati» 
- of their own Heart adding Syuny to thirſt, fo 
thele (ecure deſperate Jews Uighting the ut 

God 'by his Prophet $i the Nt. GINA $9 
Cone, / wi fac Witney and'we wit fill our: falves. with 
frong Drink; end to morrow, ſhall be as, this Day, and 
much more abuadant, like Babylon that mit 47.7.8. 
&c.- { /hat bs Lady fir ever Ho\thar rhey. od wit lay 
thoſe things to Heart nor con dur the latter endof it, 
kike 1hofe-Aor.'6."r, That gre'\ot eaſe," pit Jar 

them the evitl day) mndroga{\nnti nh of 
Joſeph. © But ſecondly there way .anather ſpre whoſe 
Hearts like Joſiabs were tender , trerobled 'at Gods 
word, were afiraid of his Judgments, prepared their 
Heares 19 feeke the Lord / {6a ountd in EO 30 
common abominationewho mended wh vu 
moutn'd forwhat they could not.Now fot s 
that while God way thus xhreaihing! & | erat 
Fenfby flow. but ſecrer paths making way, s Wrath 
and bringing onthe Jadgments which be:ta dengue 
cedzmany of thoſe Holy Men fore ſpoten of,crop iraws 
Some it may be cur off by 2 ſudcainandwvwieds ſtrb 
who had tharLivesrbreaca'd by the cruekuſ.ige:of mers 
cyleſs;perleemors; others calledafide by theowile ior 
poſe of him.whoſe we ane,and whoſe-oartme and Eife 
it, So that good Mco ſceem2d to be very this __” 
cant 


is Y 
li- | frat one of a family latte of 1 tithe thir'fe 
th | wiphr 'complaine” as” the Pratnff(ſt.” P/7 1 47 110M 
"it 8 Lord; for the Godly mim ceaſetÞ , the farthfulffuil;" 
d | 25 Mich. 5.1. Wie is me fir F'mm as when they are $- 
» | thered the Summer fruits, as the Grape-glearings' of the 
j FYintage. All this was little regarded or minded' by 
d | victked worldly, znd volupruous Men ;* but it e619 
df F rot chife bur be an hearts gritfe, a fore rock of of. 
7 fence; and o<ecafion of tronble of mind wo ſerious 
0 

þ 

d 

) 


and conſiderate perſons. Thetefore the” Prophet” t- 

midſt dreadful! denunciarions of Judgnietit apa)bft rhe 

maine Body of Srate, inſerts ſome 'words of comfoir 

to the ſincere hearted who could not but lathenx 16 

ſee but few focd , and thoſe frw made every Way" Fe. 

wer by Dearh. And therefore in theſe wwo Yerfes 
* | Godby his Propher cls the People. 1. How freatly 
Y | he reſents "that negleRt which his People ther with, 
'» | complaining thartheit Deith way mor regarded'; br 
" | their lofſe 'valied as it onght. '2. Tels them whar 
4 gracious end he had in eorring the thread 'qf rheir 
© | remporaſl Lives, whichwas 10 deliver them+from the 
s | evitt ro come. 3. Whar care'God had of rhew afrex 
Tr} this fe, and what amends he made rbem for ſnarch* 
ing them! ſopher*then ordinary out of the World. 
They © enter into peace” &c , Theſe afford us ſun- 
dry points of Inftrudlan. 1. Thar God | would haye 
the' Death of his Servants mindedand layd co Heatr. 
2, God fomerimes in wack Mercy rakes away © his 
Children by Deattt from rhe evill ro- come. 3. Thar 
the Death of the Righteous is the beginning and inlert 
of their happinels, lia” 

r. That Cod would have the" Death of his Servarits 
minded and laid to Heart. 7he Fig recs perifÞheth aut! 
mw Man G6 by Rightronsunderſtand in 2 Jarge ſenſe, 
the Holy, the good Man, thar harh refpe& to _—— 
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Ceammandments;that f; to order his Conver- 
(ation, aright, or Aus the 2: verle expreſſeth it, He 
that walketh in. his uprightneſse . By the mexcifull 
Man, uoderſtand the ſame good and holy man .expreſ- 
ſing bis Piery to God by his. Charity. ro his Brother: 
and merciful! is added to juſt, becauſe ir is not '& 
nough to give every one his owne, and do.no body 
any. wrong, unleſs he be a doing good likewiſe, ſhew- 
inz mercy, and extending bowells of compaſſion x0» 
wards them that ate in want. P/-37. 26. 7he, Rigbte» 
ous s ever mercifull and Lendeth. v. 21, be ſheweth meg» 
ty and giveth. P/. 112. v. 4 He is gracious, full of come 
paſſhon and righteos.v. 5, A good man ſheweth favour 
and lendeth.v. 9. He bath diiperſt, he hath given to the 
poor o5c+ , Jn all which places we ſee Righeonloele 
and mercifulneſſe are joya'd rogether, as in the 
Text, and a Manis nota righteous, except he be a 
mercifull Man. That Summum: jus which ſome Men 
ſtand ſo wuch-upon., and expe lo.much robe juſtifi- 
ed by, whereby they give every one their,,owne,, and 
accordingly, exat their. owne of every one wi. hout 
difference or diſtintian , when it is. weighed in. Gods 
balance will be found Summa injuria, extreme wrong s 
far from what he exped&s from a Chriſtian, whoſe pros 
feſſion is Charity, 7 ou are my Diſciples if yau Lone one 
another, Fo. 15. 12. and wno have theſe precepts from 
the Aroſile of their proteſſion, Be mercifull at your 
H. avenly Fatber 4s mercifull. Ly. 6.36 and in a ward, 
Piery, Juſtice and Mercy are (o. nearly linkt rogether 
that where all are not, none is in truth. . He that beth 
this worlds grids, and ſeeth bis Brother have peed, 
end ſhutteth up the Bewells of Cympaſſon from bim, bow 
dels the Love of, God in him? 1. Fo 3.17. He hoth 
ſhew'd thee, O Men, what i good and what the Lord. re- 
gwires of thee, that thou do Juſtice, Le . Mercy y a 
walke 
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wolk bumbly with' thy God Wie. 6. 3. Pre Religion 
before God and the Father «thu yWiſit the Fatheriefce 
and Widdoew in their affliiion (gc. Fa. 1. 27. * 

This” righteous, this merciful Man 1s aid ro pe 
riſh, to be taken away : which muſt nor be under- 
ſtood of the periſhing of his Soul, or his being finally 
loſt; for God gave his Son ro the end that whb /o ever 
believes, ſhoaldwit prriſh. Fe. 4. 16.) andthe Son bath 
lazd downe bus life to ſeek. and ſave that which was loft, 
and harly/paſt his word , that bis hevp "who beare' bis 
vryre and follow bim ſhall n>t periſh Fo. 10; 28.: But \be 
meaning is, they are rook away by a temporsl Death, 
and the. Fropher finds favlr Ho the carelefle aud 
obſtinate Jews for taking av notice of it; | 

The Death of alkMen in geoerall alchougwir be a 
common thiag; and meets us every day yet 0 'ghrnot 
ts be paſt over wich. a+ tranſic nr! #nd- regardletie eye; 
Eebk. 7. 2c. tvs better to gu to the houſe of Mbrirning 
then ta the Houſe of Rejoycing : for that is the \end of at 
Ming and +66 Living wall lay it to beart. 'Av'if he ſhould 
ſayy in the Houſe.ot mourning ( fo the places are cal- 
led where funeralls are celebrat-d, or friends are Ce« 
parted ) a Map is-minded of the ccmmontlor, and end 
of ail men; Man ſees his own end in +he end of others; 
2n1igabereby admoniſhed of his own frail: yand/More 
faliny , which ir highly concerns him To remember, 
and ta be 1hroughly afteRted | with/ Herewe fee'the 
preatneſs and pewer of 'God who rakes aw.iy: Mans 
Breath, He dyes and returns to bis dit. Pſa. 104 %9. 
We ſee our own vileneis and vanuy : that duſt we are 
ind to dyſt we rewrn+; and at our beft effate altogether 
renity. Pſf. 9:5 But it vel more concerns us 10: be 
deeply .attefted with the:Death of good men; Fj. 116, 
15. Preciow inte [ight of 1he Lord is 1he' Death »f all 
bis Saints (And 1uicly what's previous 46 Gods eyes 
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-qught nt to be commAn \and contemptible in ours, 

The reaſons why the death of good Men ought more 
| eſpecially to be laid 'to, heart: , are 

1 Becauſe of 1he pancity and fcancmi(s of ſach, 
The S$Souldiers would nor permit. David to hazzard 
himſelfe becauſe hee was worth ten thouſand of them, 
2 Sem. 18, 3. There were multitudes of common per« 
fous, few Kings, eſpeciallyſuch as, Denid was., «Widoks 
&d. Men are as the common ſtones. of the'brooke and 
of the ligh-ways but Righreaus men are jewtlis. Mob: 
3:19. The loiſe of 'Jcwels is the wore lamented be- 
cauſe they are pretious and rare. Thismade Fxehi- 
& take on fo much for the Death of 'Pelatiah , bv. 
cauſe there were but tew ſuch as -he 3; and a few our 
of a/ remnant would be quickly miſt. Zzeke 11, 13, 
It came to paſſe that when 1 prophecyed Pelatiah the Son 
of Benaiab dyed, and 1 cryed with « lowde noyce: and 
ſaid, O Lord God-wilt thou make « fill end of thi Rem> 
nant of Iſracl: The latter uimes are foretold to be 
perilous , becauſe the geartality of men ſhall be to- 
vers of their owne ſelves &c, Chrifts flock a lictle 
flock , and his people a remnant, bat then more e- 
ſpecially roo, when iniquity abounds , and love and 
piety grow cold : | Whea therefore God hall gleane 
out of this remnant .and take away at the head 6f 
this flock , it's time to berhink -our ſelves what'Gbd 
is doing and ſay with the P/almift P/: 12. 1. Help 
Lord for the godly Man ceaſeth &c, 

2, Becauſe of that Heavenly relation that is be. 
rwecn all Chriſtians, and that Spiritual ſympathy and 
fellow-fecling that ought to be berween them. Sach 
as is between the Members of the nataral Body that 
when one Member ſuffers, all ſuffer: and if ooe be 
cur of , therelt (nor, that which is cucoff) reraias 
the ſenſe and ſmart of the lofle. Iris true, my 
dot 
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doth not cut of a Chriſtian eirher from Chriſt rhe 
Head, 'or from his myſtical Body , theſe _=_ ons hold 
when all naruraP, 'and civil ones Eraſe; Death which 
unewilts- all! others, ryes this the faſter © 'Yethir cots 
off fyery- the ſoci-ty of the Miliezor Church, the rant e 
is /broken, Vis place is void, his preſence miſſing xt, 
his ſervice wanting tiH God fill it up by a new ſupply. 
The viſibIe Communion which we had with ſuch an 
one in joint prayers both publick and privare; in'mu- 
wal exhdriatiofls ncourggements;] inftroGidns, and 
corffolations'#s' 1aterrepted ,"and- they to Whom ſich 
Communian of Sainis , foch"interconrſe of Chriſtian; 
and” bro hevly » love was plenſant'and defierablt'can- 
not' bat-layeo heart the waht of it. The wo 
of failing of one ftring in an inſtrument diſturbs ch 
harmony 5 To' dis! the 'Toffe of or—_— Q 
the wonree' pleaFufe and: folemniry of odr' 'C tt 
focderpumnCommunicn, 0 oo nn hn tt 

3. When-we Hy (to! he#yr-the 'Dearh"of good Men 
we' reſtifyto the wor? whit' love we” bare to theuw 
Terſonk'; '#nd what | value” and” eteent we! have of 
their. Verth&and goodneſs; When Jeſus wept at the 
prave'bf- Eeberits' then” Faid the” Feweg, brbold How Bt 
Lived Bio” * 76/1 19 46 Thi mite” the 'Siims "3nd 
Widdowes'to weep ſo vehemently #t *rhe' Death 'of 
Tabitha"; heveky teſtifiing to Pier ; the Church and 
il the world how: hight an eftere they had'sf her 
go0#Wiefa, ' For frre was full of grid warkes and alieſ* 
deeds "which free did.” Affs: 9 36, Theſe and the 
tke reafors- d&apectally perſmade ggod Men ro lay: 
to-heart che Death :ofi foo? Men. Bot the following 
ones wiſh -bauſe rs! 311 Mien,” good! and: bid; 19 
reverd 2nd fine" over 'the falfof x R Per- 
for $331) 1 LEY 1310 11231, 11173 % 
4." Beeeuſe” of he nfcfolnefe of fich md the lofſe 
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that all ſoaſtaine by the removal . | zencts. drip rags trmby 
£ye3%r., Good Men are: a geogtell, 4 comwon good. 
They. are the: props and / lupporis of a, place-:: The 
Farth and; the inhabitants; thereof ared-ſſoky d;"I beare 
up , the pillars, of it. Pſa 575+ 3+ - A; Bailding: ſtatids 
ty the ſtrength of the pillars ;; ſo the World Rands 
by the ſupport of the godly, which elſe would ta!l 
downeupon.the heads of wicked Men- as jthe: juſt po- 
niſhmenr of, their, iniquity, The frame-of the world 
is, kept;np for the ſake ef, the,:Chuzeh, i bad long 
ere-this been Buryed in 'i1S @wne, Sins: agd; ines 
weie it: not that God-waited , for Xhe - converſion 
and coming 30 of ſome , and the perfeQion and cou» 
ſummation .of the. reſt, that belong to the eleRivn of 
bis grace. Pargiculanplaces had ſunk under their owne 
Cuile and their,canfylton coyer'd/themzif good-Men did 
not.;ſupport them, ;,.{f the; Lord had net. left; ns'e ver 
ry ſmall remnant we had been as Sogdome and made likt 
unto Gomorreb,; 1/.-'1. 9..and' CH. be 33.1: 4s Ockrs 
whoſe ſubſtance is in them when they caf# their leaves; 
fa the Holy ſeed ſhall be the ſubttance thereof. | Ay 
if he ſhould ſay; look, as-in the winter-the ſap and 
yertwe. thar. is in the- rgote keeps: the tree alive, fo 
is the Holy ſeed the, ſubſtance of the remnant that 
preſerves them from being waſted with, a toral and 
utter deſtruction. Wicked and ungodly Men are call'd 
unprofitable Rom. .. 3- 12., Matt :.25. 34,g00d Men 
piohtable and uſeful. So Part of Onefimus, fometime 
unprofitable, that is, before his canverſion 3 now pro- 
fable to thee and to me... Now, good Men are ſun« 
dry ,waycs profitable ; by example, by advice, by.theix 
prayers, an4 their very -preſence.,, 2. By,cxample , 
t eing ,Cirtyes ſet on au Hill, Candles-on a Candles 
ſtick to dire& and enlighten others, 7heir lights ſo 
ſhining before; Men that others ſeeing their good works 
both 
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[9] 
both: Glorify God and edify and encourage bne another 
in Holineſle | and: obedience. / Therefore Saint : Pal 
bids "Chriſtians walk- as they: had him for an exims 
ple : and bid's 7 imethy -be an example ro the (Belfe- 
vers 'in word, in converſation, in charity, in faith 1 
in purity » Tim: 4. 12. The forwardneſs of the 7he/- 
falowians being exemplary' to all theii'Believers in 
Macedonia and Achaia. 1 Theſ. 1. 7,” and their zeal 
of the Corinthians provoked many 2 Cor..\9. 2. Pauls 
conſtancy made many bold to ſpeake the-word of God 
without feare Phil. 1, 14. - 11. Profirable'by the ad+ 
vice © whether it |be by direGing [Men in the way 
wherein they ſhould go, comforting rhem under af- 
flitions and remrations by the confolations where- 
with they have been comforred ofthe Lord z/ by re: 
ducing thoſe that wander from-the'right way' or ire + 
ſtoring thoſe thar are fallen-with 1heSpirit of meek- 
neſs. Oynimene and (perfume rejoice? thethearr fg 
doth-the. ſweerneſs 'of ' a *Man's Friend - by | hear- 
ty . connſel Prow.'27. 9. 'tothis purpoſe ſound rhoſe 
frequent Proverbs 'of the Wiſe Man. Prov: 1022; 
The lips of the righteous ſeed many. Where a good 
Man by reaſon of the readines and ability: that 
is in him to give + gocd: Counſel 4s \compard to's 
rood Houſekeeper thatokeeps free and! open Hoſpira« 
lity for all comers : ſo' is 'he ready to. enterraing 
evcry one with wholſome & ſavory diſcourſe-:to give 
them good admonition and advice,and ſend them away: 
glad and better from him. Prov: 15.7.7 he lips of the 
iſe ſcatter 6r diſperſe knowledge. ' Where-'rhe"'good 
Man js compard-ts a Hosband- Mars or a Sower tcat« 
terinz his Seed upon the”: Land 4 from whenee af+ 
terward comes an hopeful-and a plenriful crop. 50 
they by wiſe and ſeaſonable admonitions and \in- 
ſirutions ſow the. Seeds of grace and knowledge 
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ts rhe Head>70d Hemet of vhote that aft wiidefthewy 
and 2bout them whefeby rifeeb upp amorhee) geterhry. 
on taught and priep#t'd to fear, ſerve and glnrify) God, 
anti to do» good in their placesy us a Crop comes: up 
aſter the Scedingy and ſupplyes 23 ar the oext Harveſh, 
2,Profiiableby their prayers,io which reſpeR they are 
fjid-ro-ſtand inthe gap andiro ſtup the proceſier of: Diu 
vine difpleaſure. Such en aſcfull Man was Mrjrnte iis 
Peofi'e of -1/radl - P/.. robe 234 Therefore be aid he 
wltld d: firoy them had nit Meſes bis choſen Soad: in the 
breosh, to twrme awty bis Wrath, leaft' be foweld 

them. In which ſped hey are! call 'd the Chariots of 
Hr act and tht horiemtn thereof: prevailing mare with 
God for 4he pirefes varion add defence of his People byt 
their prayers, then armrs and Armies can to/by forces 
to ſecure ther, The-prayers of good Men have a kind 
of powergtvir were to bindthe Hands 'of the Almigh4 
ty and ſtop his-yengaanoce when he hartbornceaaved. juſt 
diſpktaſure agaivt 2 place or 'Bcople. Let me'alonoy 
faich God tb Hofer that 4 may deſirog them. Al pawer als 
ſo 1o- open the Hamds' of /his' banny þ and! ro ſhowed 
town blefiings Temporal avid Spiritual on 1he Heddsof 
them foriwhon the Prayer is madertherrfettiual fervent 
prayer of a Righ teri Mano avatieth much, Fas. 16. haſt 
ly in'all theſs refac&s their very preſence is atttiefiing 
tor the Place, Towns Family ant! Age whercid-they are; 
God blefled the Houſe of Ohed: Eddm becauſe the Arke 
abode 'in it fora time-2Sa6! r1, But where 2 trove Chilt 
of Go1 16, bebbld 2-greatet\then the Ar ke is theres Got 
was preſent in. the Ark typically, repreſentarively bus 
kece's inhis Servant ſpuituall y indeed, buryet 9) res 
ally, and he blefſerh the plades where they dwell: Juſtly 
did Jacob. plead with Leben Gen.'3 a; 32. {t was Little 
that thou had before 1 came: its now encreaſed to #' Mulv 
titade, and. the Lord bath bleffed thee ſince my comting- 
From 
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From the rimethit Pot iphor made Fo pBOVeNeer \ bf his 
Houſe Grm-$9'' 4, The Lord Heſſe the HouPe of rhe me 
gyptian for Fo/ephs Cake, and the Meffing rt he Lned was uf. 
(1 all that Be Bad m the Honfe and the Fils Rahshb was hk 
righteous Perion, for ſhe beleeved Heb. rr. $1. atk a mey- 
cifull perſon for ſhe ſaved the Spycs'from the firy of the 
Men of Fericho, and this Righteons , this merciful Perſba 
preſeryed vor her ſelf on'y, hut her Family and Kindred 
fiom the common deftrudion Jefh 6.22. Evenwicked men 
fare the better far the Neighbourhood and ſociety of c ood 
Men, Cham was preſerved from the general deluge becauſe 
he was of Noahs family, The rude Souldiers and' Mariners 
were (aved in a Shipwrack beeauſe Parh was in the company, 
the Lord(fayes rhe AngelJ)hath given thee all tf em that fake 
with rhee; and not a haig of their Head fell to the ground. {ts 
27.24, 34. 1s it _ then to loofe the good examples, 
the ſeaſonable and cordial advices, the ferverr and preva- 
teps Inrercetfons, ayd finalty the preſence of Gods' Chi. 
dren, which'6od tarp ſheh; refpeR to, rar for thei ſahkts 
he bleſſe th the 'pl;ces and communities ' wherein "they 
dwetl? Surely this fhonld make us hay to heave, if nor 
theit Death; yer our own lofs. Eſpeciafty, * ' 118 
''5, Confidering thar their removal is'2 ſad Prefage® of 
thar fliture evill and Caſanriry whick God -may bring on 
thoft Yhar te left behind. When weful ment of | any 
king in Church'or State are removed its He-the' Previiinig 
down of banks', commonly fylfowed with' an ſnendation 
of trouble and wiſeries. Z7.'3. 2; &c. wif tobe away the 
mighty man, the Judge; the Prophet, whe Pradent, the Aneh 
ent 456. ad. rhe People fhajl begppsef &c: Righteovs! r:eh 
are in their ſpheres ant places ſich uſeful perſons; as rhe 
corner Stones of the buildihg tharbprk vnire'and firengrt» 
en it, whoſe removal fyarrery vtid endangers the wiidle 
frame. The Death CE ed cau9d a grievous mourn 
ning in F*daF: in CE i6.Frew102 pe nana e"" 
:.. i! 2 229T of | 
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ning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddan. Zech. 12, 
11. Why . becauſe rhey foreſaw_ rhat when he was gone, 
wickednels grew bold and irreſiſtible, and the Captivity 
ſo often threatned, ſo long deferr'd came on amaine, 
which at laſt ſwept them away like an univerſal floud. 
When God withdraws his people out ofa ſinfull place 
and generation he makes way tor his wrath. When the beſt 
ſtakes are took 0ut of the hedge its nor like to ſtind long; 
the traſh 2nd offall is only fit for the fie, When God had 
ſhur up Noabin his Arke he brings the Floud vpon the 
world of the ungo jly. When he had ſecur'd his Lot ia Zoar, 
Sodoms faire and Sunſhine morning ends in a black and 
diſmal ſiorme, If then we conlider the paucity of good 
men, if we remember they are our Brethren, our fellow- 
Members,if we owe any reſpe& to the memory of them, if 
we conlider their uſefulneſs while they are herc,and the ill 
preſages that their removal carryts in it : be muſt have an 
underſtanding of lead, andan Heart of braſle that lets 
the Righteous periſh without regarding, or merciful Mea 
be ok away withour laying it to Hearr. 

All which I have ſpoken not to adde affliction to the 
afflicted, or to mix Via*gar With their Gall, nor to grieve 
the, Hearts of thoſe who are too much overwhelm'd with 
Sorrow already. I have another word.to them before we 
part. But to awaken the careleſs and ſecure wore who re» 
gard not-the Workes of God, nor conſider the operation 
of his Hand, who 1ake no notice what deſolations God 
wakes on the Earth, what breachcs in particular places 
agd families, that regard not the afflictions of Jo/epb, nor 
the Death of him that Dyech, Where are your natural af- 
fetions, where are your , Bowels of Spiricual Loye and 
compaſſion ſympathetically feeling a common lofſe and 
bearing one anothers burdens? Nay where ate your eyes 
and underſtandings to caquire and diſcern the 1caſoa heres 
af ; and what God meanes by ſnatching bis own out of the 
World? ſo the Text, Noae 


=_— ww =& as 7 5 ypuuv wy 0D Koo. @ = 3 o ' >” 


ka.4 —_— = LS 


[13] 

None ' confodering that the Rightebity are took awry 
from the evil to tome. The word to come} is nor in the O- 
riginal. No more is there read bur, [are took away from the 
face of the evill, ] Which may only note their freeing and 
delivering from Sin and fuftering, which are: the evils 
they have felt in this preſenc life. Having from henceforth 
all Sin waſhe from their Soules,and all teares wiped from 
their Eyes. So av for the time ro come they ſhall neither 
offend,nor be offended;ſhall neicther commit evi!l, nor be 
capable of the impreſſion of any evill from without. Bur 
T thall rake the words 44 we Tranſlate them, andas the 
are moſt commonly underſtood and applyed.' Hence col- 
lect. | 

2. Thar God ſometimes jn much Mercy rakes away his 
deareſt Children from the evill to come, When God is a» 
bout to bring ſome publick calamity or ſome common 
ſcourge upon a People or place he retroves his owne that 
they ſhall rior ſee them, not feel the ſmart or buiden of 
them.' Among the many wayes of mercy thar God hath 
to ſecure his People from general evills, this is one to call 
them forth co himſelfe, ro hide them in the grave , where 
maliceand wrong can do them no fiirther miſchicte.Z# 26, 
20. Comte thy People , enter into thy Cloſet, ſhut the doore 
ofter thee, Hide tby ſelfe for a littel myment till the Indig- 
nation be overpdit,, And what if one ſort of theſe Chambers 
be the Chambers of a natural Death and theſe doores be 
the (ides of the vit, and the Leaves of che Grave? As God 
made an Arke for Noab to fave him from rhe Flood,fo he 
can make rhe Grave an Arke, wherein 10 ſecure his Peo- 
p'e til the indignation be paſt. So ſiyes Godro Foſtah. 
2 Kings. 22. 19.20, Becauſe thine t wes tthder, and 
thu humbledii thyſelfe and weptft before me, Thave hrard thee: 
behold 7 mill gather ther to thy Fathery, and thou ſhalt be g4- 
therd ta thy Grave im peace and thine Eyes ſhall nt /ee «ll 


the evill that I will do untd this Plath,* Thus it” is obferved 
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that Meth Tlab and fremne kk Pogo bly many more gfihe 
| 9 ly tha: tag athergd,1q11clr. Grave, the Yeere 
efare the Flag Luther Dyrg 3.11u4lc befgrete COmmPtir 
on agd ſad deſolatipns that w+1e' Made by the Baares jy 
Germanyzand Saint Arltiy Dyed while his City - Was Be- 
keged by «hg \rbarous «nd, Pagan Vandg{s;anlgogd Par 
r4{s byt a few Dayes, þ<tgre the 14Kng 80d leFking of 
Heidetperge , by gbe Jules lelſe barihargus and. Bloudy 
Spanigrds an Imperialtths. 
This they bouſ each vs yer more ſeriquſly to lay 
$9, heapt che Deauh of gagd Men, Jeaſt perhaps is ſhould 
Portegg apy turns evl {9 45 &hat are left behind, Whey 
a Prince calls forth his friends and allyes out ofa forraigers 
£Lovntry gr 45 20 argument he haih a camroveysſy with that 
Coyatry, When Sau called the Aexrtes frgm amang tbe 
Amalgkyes it way, a tarerupner of a Warze with dnalch 
1 Sor: 15, 16, When ©9d calls bis Bervangs and friends 
Ppt af a plac, let chem Fhatare left conſider thejr, wayes & 
awend their lives, { 4he/e rhings be done {9 the greene 7 rae, 
pp4dt/poi be die $athe a and if God take away that 
which is the lybſtagge,the lap, and the Werowhavs che 
but dry Wong , fis only $o be buydl: up ang burnt? 
Learne we then 9 tYrRe. aur patural paſſionsiars Chriſtie 
a0 alfeGions our bapualle lorxaw fprehe Brad impuler 
fol and pions loye far the Living Weep for the Sing fa ibs 
ſufferipgs of the living; for whats preſeat, fox what may 
be fugure, what they feel., what further they way: feare, 
Jer 21. 10. Weep wat for the Dead, neager began bing, but 
weep ſore for bin that goes away. Thaz is whole troubles 
we but gow abeginning , OR anne myſeryes.of 
aſore $96 long Captivity: which will make thew. of $9, 
lJamons Mind Acct; 4, 2» Wherefore 1 Prejſed them mhich ore 
already. Dead more then the Living which. are yet. alipe; yea 
hetter is ke then bath theywhy beth iy” ps ba bath uct 
ſtep, the c0ilh that if under ybe bin+- Y NEB G@TeASeUmpari 
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»f ptople follbwWed or Siviodr to Mis erticifixion, and the 
Women BeWayfet and Linented hitb L842 4. 28, Fefas ture 
ned to thetr aft NydeO# Danghert of Jeruſalem. wrep not 
for me; but for your ſelves att for your Chilgren, for the Day 
hs torinng in which it ſhall be ſaid. Bliffed are the barren, and 
| the Wonth that trever bare (3c. Convert your mourning and 
reatey mio fervent pray er$ant!fupplicationg for the pardon 
of ovr Sing with renaine, 4nd prevehting the further prox 
prefſe of Gods Judgments When M+/es had rooka full pro« 
(pe&- of thar ptievous mortality. thar was in. his time in 
the'Camp of Zraet,and had had (ad reflexions upon ir, he 
concludes-2ll with prayers firt for our imitation in ſuch a 
vim as rhis,thar the firing might Hy it to hedrtgand learne 
to Prepare fot Dearh;rfizt Ged wob ppt ſtop to his diſe 


pleaſureand revive the hearts of Yis ople with ſore to- 
kens df-favonr and mercy for the'titde ro come. P/. 9e.1 2. 
Teach wtonitmber our dgics &c. R oy 0 ola; ow leng! 
atd ler Wrepetit' Bee concerming thy, ſervants, make us glad 
atcording 180090 when of oited x Ke a 
vi PF.” 391 'Cbntemptaring the grthels and unceriaipry 
of tu mane life improves that conſideration into (uch peti- 
tiohs'ad theſe rr: 4. Lord Mabe mit 1h Bb mine end &c, v. 
$. Diliver the from my tranſprefſions. v.' 10. Remaye thy ſlroke 
away from me. v.12. 1am a fltanger as all my fatbers were, 
0b ſpbe tit Mhat'! tray recover Arengrl before I go hence &c. 
Go we thd priy BROWARR 22 Ct a 
3- The'Dewrh of che Righreour is the beginning and in- 
let of their happineft: from henceforth they ceaſe ro be wi- 
ſerabl& and/enter into Hlifs. This is affured us by + double 
expteſon ih the Text. 1." He ſhall enter into \ frake + that is 
the Riphteobd*Matt departs here with inward peace in his 
SdaVFand Confeitnce. Lt,'z. 29: wn wang ou thy Ser- 
vant depth im peute, chiy peace begias here being ſupported 
by chat Hope wHIHH ar'lenprh will not make thawed, Rem. 
5. 1. Being jth fied by firitB'we bavepeate with God, and re- 
Joyce 
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joyce in the hope of the glory of God. Or , he departs h>nce 
into Reſt and Peace: Glory, Hanour and Keace on every Sm 
that dhth well. Rom: 2. 10, This is that peace which the 
world neicher gives nor rakes away. A Peace-vhi h the world 
is not acquainted with :and therefore cor{id:rs not that 
when the Righteous is taken away he enters into peace. 
For a Chriſtians ſpiricyall Life is a riddle an { myſtery to a 
worldly man , much more 1s etern i] Life. Our life is bidwith 
Chriſt is God. Col : 3.3. b ut ſhall be reveal'd, ſeen and cooleſt 
by all ar the gen-rall reſurrefGion, v. 4. When Chrift who is 
owr life ſhall appear , we ſhall appear with him in glory. This 
is a peace that paſsech our preſent underſtanding. For # ye 
ha'h not ſeen , mr Fare heard, nor hath it enterd into the 
Heart of Man to conceive what God hath layd up for thoſe that 
Love him. We are now (laith the Apoſtle r Tobn: 3:2.) the 
Sns of God, but it doth not appeare what we ſhallbe , but we 
knw that when be ſhall appear w: "aw" be like bim, for we 
ſhall fee him as he is. 2. They ſhall reſt in their Beds, 'As 
their ſoules paſs ro a place of reſtand bleſſedneſs,ſo their 
Bodyes art layd down at reſt jn the Grave ay in a Bed, 'or 
Bed-Chamber,there ro Neep quietly till the generall Re- 
ſurrecion. Hence it is familiar with the Scriprure to ex* 
preſs Death by l-ep, the Grave by an Houſe, a Chamber, 
a Bed, and the ReſurreRion by waking and rifing, as M:n 
do in the Morning outof their Beds after the fleep and re. 
poſe of the Night. Both phraſes pur together iaport the 
feliciry both of Soul and Body, perte& peace and (atisfa&i. 
on of mind,with an undiſturb'd reſt and eaſe of Body,where- 
ty the whole man being freed from Sin andall the evill 
effeRs of ir, Ghoſtly an4 Bodily, is aamitred toſee God,and 
enjoy him in a fuller meaſuce then ever hewas (een or en« 
joy'd in this Life, or ir can enter into the Heartof M.in at 
preſent to conceive. Rev. 14 13. 1 heard a voyce from Hea- 
ven ſaying, Write, Bleſſed are the dead which dye inthe Lord, 
From benceforth, Tea ſaith the Spirit that they may reft from 

their 


Xl 


—T* cs T7 —_ - 


(7) 
their tabours, andtheir works fillow them,” 1) 

1. This ſhould Stanch 'our ſorrow, and ſtopall 1mmbde. 
rate griefe for good and Holy Men departed this life, 'For, 
beſides the unprofirablenelſs of this griefe, neither bene+ 
f:ing,nor recalling chole that are deceaſed;(which conlide- 
ration put a:ſtop to Davids mourning for his Child 2 Sam: 
12.22. for he ſayd, while the Child was yet alite;T faſted and 
Wept, for 1 ſayd whocan tell whether God will be gracious un- 
t» mee that the chid may live. But now he is Dead wherefore 
fſhwild IT faſt? can I bring bim back againe? 1 ſhall po to bim, 
but he ſhall not returne to me.) Belides the unpleatingneſs of 
it co God, who-as he hathtaught us to Pray that his will 
may be done, {© he requires us to be contented and ſatisfy- 
ed when. we ſec it done, fois it unreaſonablein it ſelfe;the 
day of a good Mans Death being berrer theg the day of his 
BirthFcef:4.2.He is borne to toyle and labour,to miſery & 
trouble. But at Death he. enters into peace, he reſts in his 
Bed.' Who ever grieved to ſee his friexd take his natural 
reſt quietly: Who was ever diſcontented wih an happy 
peace after a troubleſome &a tedious Warzor alafe harbour 
afreradangerous and a Scormy paſſagez'or an ealy Bed af- 
ter an hard Dayes labour? Nay it favours of ſome unkind- 
nes toour deceaſed friends io be immoderately forrowful 
tor their departure; 2s it wemore valued the comfort and 
benefit we receive by thir bodily preſence, then rheir ſee» 
ing the face'of god and enjoying the pleaſures that run ax 
his right hand for ever more, Do but recollec& concerning 
our - friends departed, how many cares and troubles they 
wereencumbred with in this W orldgwhat fears within,what 
terrors without, what anxious & (ollicitous cares torSoules, 
for Bodyes, for theml(elves,their familyes,their friendsSand 
relations;and for the Church of God, how deep their fi2hes, 
how many their tearcs,how fervent their prayers and Wre- 
ſtliags with God, both alone and with others, ia private 


and 1n publick, and rhen conlider againe, can'we be ſorry 
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that theſe troubles are at an-end, ther theſe cares are 
off, that theſe rears are wiped from their eyes, thar their 
prayers are heard, and their peticions, longings,and hopes 
are (wallowed up in fruition and Enjoyment : that their 
fight is fought, their warfare accompliſhr, and that they 
have receiv'd art the Hands of the Lord, not double, but a 
thouſand fold, reparation and recompenſe for all theirſer« 
vice of Faith, and labour of Love, and patience of hope 
which they have expreſt in thisday of rheie pilgrimage. To 
we ſaith the Apoſtle Phil. 1. 31. 7o Dye 6s gaine. Oppoſe 
we not our loſs to their gaine, our temporal to their Eter- 
nal. Non maremm &c. ſaith Hierome, We grieve not thar 
we have loſt ſuch an one, bur we give God thankes thar we 
had him:nay we have him,for to God all are alive,and who 
ever is returned tothe Lord, is yer accompted of the Fami» 
ly,that is, ſtill a member of the Bbdy-of Chriſt, and there- 
fore not loſt bur ſhall come againe ben be ſhall be revealed 
from Heaven with all hia Siints. 1: Theſe. 4. 13. 1 would not 
have you ignorant. Brethren concerning themmbich are aſleep, 
that yee ſorrow not as others which bave mo bope, for if you 
believe that Feſm Dyed and Roſe againe, even ſo them that 

Nleep in Feſwwill God bring with him. 2. This ſho11d-reach 
us to give all diligence tobe of the number of theſe Bleſſed 
ones, that when we Dye we may enter into peace, we may 
reſt in our Beds: that our Soules may be admitted ro the 
beatifical viſion of God and Chriſt, and our Bodies may 
reſt in hope, even ſuch hope as Job profclilerh, Fob.19:25. I 
know that myredeemer Liveth and ſhall ſtand at the latter day 
on the Earth and though after . my skjn wormes deflroy this 
Body, yet in my fleſh T ſhall fee God, whom 1 ſhall ſee my /elfe 
and mine eyes ſhail behold and not anothers, thangh my reines 
be conſumed within me. And if you ask me how we ſhall at- 
taine tO this happineſs and hope, I anſwer, The way is pre- 
ſcribed us in the Text, and a patterne given us in the pre- 
ſent occaſion-The way preſcribed in the Text is this, Every 

one 
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one wihking in his" uprightnes. The diſtributive particte 
(every one) ſeermes to mind us that we” mult nat eryſt io 
others merits , buteach one expreſs the truth of his faith 
by che poodneſy of his own perſonal converſation. For 
though God here may viſie the ſins of the Fathers upon the 
Children, and ſhewerh mercy unto afrer-generations for 
their forefathers ſake , yer at the day of Accompr we mofi 
el appeare before the Fudgment ſeat of 'Chrift 2 Cor: 5. 10. 
And every one of us ſhall give Zecomnt of himſelf to God Rom: 
14.22. Every one mult ſtand on his own bottome and ke 
judged by what he hath perſonally done in the fleſh , good 
orevill..Now this vprighrneſs is oppes'd 1©, to wicked- 
neſs, ungodtineſs, and 2 rrade of fin. 247, ro diflmularion & 
hypocriſy. He then walkes eprighily thar leads his Life noe 
zecordibg to the courſe ofthe world , nor according to 
the lifts of his ignorance, bur by the guidance of the Spi- 
rit of-Gad'and the preſcripe of his Commandements. He alfo 
that doth not only make ups forme and make afhew of 
podlinefs, bur harh the power of it in-a0 honeſt hearr,and 
expreſſeth irin # blamelets converfation; rhar'is a trac //- 
raclite in whom is no guile. Fob. 1. 47. 

But becauſe there is more force in Examples than there 
is in rules and precepts, and tharyou my ſee that whar is 
commanded is I the occafion/ gives you a Par- 
iern ofan upright Man. F meane the 'exawple of our dear 
Brother departed. You perfeftly knew his converſation 
and manner of Life almoſt from his Youth apward; and 


though he beDead his good name Lives, and. bis example 


ſpeakes. It is (you know) befide my cuftome roturne the 
Pulpit into a Devk, and Sermons to the Living inco com> 
mendations of the Dead, yer I fhould diſplteaſe wy felf, anc 
injure you if I ſheutd noe av leaſt poinc you'ry fo faire a 
Copy for your imitation;and hereinT will not walk withouc 
my line, or commend him to you for things before my 


knowledge or belide my profefiion. He was 'one of theſe 
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righteous ones in the Texr, one that- walked in his a s 
rightnes. He was like Timothy, well acquainted with the 
Scriptures from-a Child, and having in his youth been 
train'd up by his pious Anceſtors in the way wherein he 
ſhould go, when-he was O!d he departed not from ir.. He 
was neither a blazing, nor a wandring,-oor a-fallinp Star, 
bur one that ſhone in, his owne ovbe, and. gave a conſtant 
and a ſteady light LOUELMETEOSY 

A conſtant attender on the publick ordinances and wor- 
ſhip of God, a Sincere lover of the Miniſters ot Chriſt and 
all rhat feare God. A diligent performer of all family wore 
ſhip and that brought up his Children in the nurture and 
admonition of the: Lord. One.feareful of offending God: 
or giveing Juſt occaſion of offence toany Mani, | merciful 
and compaſſionate to all; Liberal to his ability, yea above 
his ability to-rhoſe that wanted; eſpecially ro the houſhold 
of Faith, One that minded the one thing neceffary, ſought 
the. Kingdome of God; andhis; righteouſpidſe. in the firſt 
place and Qlighted all thipgs in compaguon of theſe, That 
would often profeſle tohave [/#tam:in'\pationtid, mortem is 
deſiderin,]To be one that could livegbar.chat wauld rather 
Dye, and-be with -Chriſt which is beſt,of all. This I have 
ſaid(much more 1 could ſay,but forbear.Joot with any, des 
figne ro Paint the Sepulchre of the Dead, or to flatter a+ 
ny liveing;» but to reſtify my due reſpects for the memory 
of ſo goodand worthy a perſon, With my juſt reſent- 
ments of our great loſle, and to provoke my ſelfe and you 
to the imication of his vertues: that walking every one in 
his uprightneſle,when we dye we may enter into peace and 
reſt in our Beds, and then when the:;Lord the Righteous 
Judge ſhalt come he will give us a Cro«ne of , Glory , 
and not unto us only,but to all that love and lopke for his 
appearing. 
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Therefore we are allwaies confident , knowing that 
ey 6 we are at bome in the Body be are abſent from 
the Lord ( for we walk by faith not by ſight ) Weare 
canfident 1 ſay and willing rather to be abſent from 
the Body, and'to be preſent with the Lord, 


EH A T there neither is nor ever was in 
the World a perſen fo every way blame- 
leſs and Circumſpect in his way and Cars 
BY riage, whom envy and il] will will nor 
TE<S1 bite and traduce; No ation ſo ſincerely 

AF EY meant,ſo candid!y perform'd but was |y> 
able to the calumnies and ill conſtructions of open Ene» 
mies or falſe Brethren, appears by the example of the great 
Apoſtle St. Paul. Who during his Judaiſm was as tothe 
Righteouſneſs that isin the Law blamelefs; and when he be- 
came a Chriſtian and was called ro be an Apoſtle he wal- 
ked with a right foot according 10 the truth of the Gol- 
pell, herein exerciſing himſelf ro keep a Conſcience void 
of offence towards God and all Men; yer could he not ef> 
cape the malitious Calumneys of the falſe Apoſtles, -who, 


What ever he ſaid or did, were ready tocarpe and _ 
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hend, to take by the wrong handle, and to pur an ill con- 
ſtru&ion upon. W hich ihe Apolile perceiving is forc't by 
way of apology in this Epiſtleto defend hiwſelfe, to M37. 
nify bis Miniſtry and Apoſtleſhip ,and 10 declare the argu- 
menes by which he arm<q himſelf againſt all. reproaches, 
perſecutions, and the worſt that man could do againſt him, 
ln his former Epiſtte he hadtold tbe Corinth ions thathe 
would come ſhortly to them. c5.1 4. 19. Bui being hindered 
by labours and ſufferings he came not. This occaſion the 
falſe Apoſtles tooke to accuſe him of Levity, Inconſtancy, 
and Falſeneſs to his word. This the Apoſtle wipes off in 
this Epiſtle C4.1.8. He had in the ſame former Epiltle gi- 
ven order to the Church ta deliver up the obſtiaate , In- 
ceſtuous perſon toSathan.C.5.4.5.whereby he became al. 
molt overwhelmed with forrow. Upon this the falſe Apo- 
ſtles cenſure him of roo much rigour and auſtericy, too 
much imperiouſnes, and afteting domination over the 
Church. Of this he clears himſeclfe.Ch 4 &c, After this he 
falls intoa large commendation of his Miniſtry, and re- 
peats the arguments that carryed him through att rhe dif. 
ficulcies of it , and by which he wa$Sencouraged againſt all 
perſecutionsand ſufferings, yea though it ſhould be ro mar-« 
tyrdome it (elfe for Chriſtsand the Goſpells —_ 
were the ſamethat had ſupported Mo/ezina like caſe. Heb, 
11.27, He ſaw himthat was inviſible , be had ree# to the 
recampence of reward So. our Apoſtle.Cb.4.16. 18. For which 
cauſe we faint not &c. while we look not at the things which 
are ſeen , but at the things which are not ſeen &c. Upon this 
he profeſlech the full alurance of his hope concerning the 
furure happy eſtate of himſelfand all good men.Ch. 5.1. 
know that if eur earthly houſe of this Tabernacle be diſſolved, 
we have a building of God &:. And upon the certainty of 
this Faichand Hope profeſſcth his earneſt deſire to enjoy 
what ne ſo aſſuredly looked tor. v.2. In this we groan ear- 
neitly deſiring to be clothed npon, And fiually upon a full and 
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a deliberate debate he chuſerh Death rather than Life: 
the condition of good men after this Lite, which he calls 
being ab/ent from the Body and preſent with the Lord be» 
fore their condition bere on Earth, which he calls being 
preſent with the Body and abſent from the Lord, There 1s 
an elegant Paronomaſia in the Originall, which our tranſ- 
lation can ſcarce reach, and more matter in the words 
then the time will give us leave ro diſcurſſe. Theſe 4+ 
propoſitions will ſwallow up rhe ſubſtance ofthem. r. 
That the beſt of Men here on Earth Live by Fairh, not by 
light, 2. To be here ar home in the Body is to be abſene 
from the Lord. 3. To be ablent from the Body is to be 
preſent withthe Lord. 4 Holy men have atrain'd,and may 
aitaine to this high and Heavenly pitch, to defire rather 
to be abſent from the Body and preſent with the Lord. A 
litile of each. 

1. The beſt of Men Live here by faith, not by fight. 
This liveiag by Faith is mentioned elſewhere partly as a 
duty , partly as-a privilege and prowife. Heb: 2: 4.8 Heb: 
10,38. It ſeemes brought in "m this place 2s an allay to a 
Chriſtians preſenecondition. Underſtanding by ſight ,en- 
ioyment, ic is 4s if he had ſayd ; we enioy nor, but we be- 
lieve , and that ſupports as. We have bur theleaſt parr of 
our inheritance and happmeſsin our poſſeſſion , more in 
expeation , reverſion and hope ; but thar alſo , as ſure as 
if we had ir. For true Faith is an evidence. Heb:1 1:1, And 
Chriſtian Hope maketh not aſhamed. Rom:5.5. But look as 
all men had rather be in a condition of haveing then ho- 
ping, of enjoyiag then defiring, ſo had we, Now this life 
of Faith and Senſe differ eſpecially in two reſpeds. 1. 
Sight reaches only to viſible things, Faith to invilible : 
the Eye of ſenſe ſees only grofle and materiall rhings pla- 
ced in a due diſtance, through a fit medium &c. bur 
faith is the evidence of things mot ſeen. Heb. 11. 1. If you 
run through the whole Life of a Chriſtian you ſhall find 
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ic a kind of inviſible and myſterious Life. The aQtionrof it 
are managed and caryed on by MotiveS unknown to othet 
Men. The food that mainrains it, 15 ſuch as the world 
knowes not off, The joyes that cheare and quicken it are 
ſuch as a ſtranger intermeddles not with. The promiſes 
which maiazuine and ſupport it are of things beyond rhe 
kenne of carnal reaſon and ſenſe, Erernal Life is promiſed, 
bur it is bid with Chrift in God. We are juſtifyed, bur nor 
by a righteouſnes that is in us,bur in Chrif,who ſuffered at 
Feruſalem out of our view lang before our time, and is re- 
moved into Heaven far from our {ight;and yer we look for 
erernal Life in him asafſuredly as if weenjoyed ir. Whom 
having not ſeen yet we love: in whom thou h we ſee himnot, yet 
believing, we rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and fail of Glory, 

itPet: 1.8 
2. Sighr extends only to preſent things, faichto furure; 
therefore faith is (aid to be the ſubſtance of | rhings hoped 
for. Now hope that is ſeen is not hope, for that which a Man ſees 
why doth be yet hope for, Rom:8.24.Chriſtians live not by pre 
ſear things, or things that periſh with the ufing ; bur ſuch 
as will come hereafter, and will laſt for ever, # bile we look 
not at thoſe things which are ſeen but at thoſe which are not 
feene, For thuje things which are {cen are temporal,but thoſe 
which are not ſeen are eternal. 2 Cor: 4+ 18.1f then a Chii» 
ſiians life be a life of hope, not of enjoyment, of faich nce 
of ſenſe, it confutes on the one hund the fond imaginari- 
on of conceited Perfedioniſts,on the other the brutiſh ſen» 
ſuality of worldlings and Epicures. The firſt pretends to 
live above the life of fairh:would make us believe they are 
already inpoſſeſſion and enjoyment of what ever a Chris. 
ſijan can with or hope for:and deſpiſe thoſe that preſſe 
hard atter God in the uſe of his Ordinances,thar go groan- 
iag vader the burden of their corruptions, and ſighing af- 
ter the enjoyment of a future happines,as perſons of a lows» 
er forme, and mcaner aitainements: for their parts they 
al- 
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i perfe, they ire-finleſſe;rhey need no- ſtairts nor [ade - 
der, - they are already' atthe crop 2 ho+ ordinances), | no 
meanes of grace, they are full, they bave attain'd, / they are 
in Heaven allready &c. what ſhall weſay totheſe Nen 
but what ' the Apoſtle ſayes. ro) the Golotions CH: 3... r. 
0b fooliſh G alatians who bath bewitohed you? and eeniainely. 
if there were not & certaine witchcraft: and ſorcery:inhe- 
reſy and fond opinions: and if there were not & Spiritual 
ay well as bodily phrenfie we might juſtly wonder at the 
wild copceits of ſuch. Qpinioniſts. Have ye (eene Men'in 
Bedlam ſtrangely enjoying themſtlves-jn rheir- imaginary 
felicityes?juſt ſechare theſe, Confuree by 1the whole te-, 
nour of Scripuute,and bythe: cofiſtant experience of the 
beſt of Gods Children who bave alway confeſt,they knew 
bur-in part and were but Sandifyed in part. Now: me /4e 
through; a glaſſe darkely 11; Gor: Fc F081 Fl Boe, 
baow but in port » \ond-we Bropbecy. in part tt: Thedpgn 
ſtle Par! himclfe-thought pot himſel fe perfetzant Fohave 
already attaind. PbH:'3; 13. hats Dewens 
2. Others livea life as much below; as rbefe-pretend.to 
live abqve the Life -of faith, It were46 be wiſts: that lb 
were arrived fo faryas tofollows he dictate of natural and 
common: Reaſon, Bur” alas.{ : Mew arg degenerated, ing 
vrutes live notthe lives of ratianal beiagss 4onmines rworn- 
trem proni & libidinum mancipia as the Hiſtoriao-ſpeakes, 
or as the Apoſtle better. 7 heir belly is their Godztbey go» 
ry in their ſhame; bey minde earthly expe ra Cop 


muſt. learne t@ be Men before they canihope 19ibe. Chris 
ſtiang- And muſt- bid. adiew:t9 the draggyiglebres\.of the 
world and the fleſh, and become parejw heart, before rhey. 
can /ee God, For without Holmes none. ſhall. fre the Lord, 
Heb: 1% 14, F381 1 v1 IigaIvodAa lt v7 
i Propeſirion, ; They that arg, at home in gþe body ar 
ent from iherLord, For underſtanding tbercot, we 
ditinguiſh 0f 4 4. fold preſence of, God. 31 His leg) 
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preſsnce. Or rheoprefence of his) being. In which reſpeer 
God isboundleſſe and infivite; exrluted our of no plac: 
included in none; This is called Gods immenſiry,abiqui- * 
ty; and omnipreſence. . which the ſcriptiire often aſle reg 
Jer: 22, 24,24. Am Ta Godt Bavid,ſoith th Lord, andinit 
a\God: ofarre off? Can any; bide' himfelfe in ferrtpluces that 
Eeennit ſte bim, ſainb'the Lord, Do' not 7 fit Heaven and 
E artb?(o P/. 139+ 6, &c. Whether ſhall 1ffy+ from thy pre- 
fencel If T aſtend thts Heaven thou art theres If ] rake my Bed 
in Hel,be bold 1 Boy art thert Bec. AG, 14.4 1VHY&ts hor far From 
anyef ns &c/ 2 His providential preſence, whereby the is in 
every bufines/1nd nothing comes 10 paſſe withour him, This 
followes from rhe former. Boy che effenoe of God beihg eve« 
ry where, and thateſſence being a pure AR, is no where i- 
dle; bat alwayes operative I all-Crearorevand in alt chejr - 
2viom Now thub nothin, .no)ptrſonis ever abſent front | 
rhe Lord! ts Fo 104115 pe ahh] govermnene. He 
fees 2f hisCrettttes lv manager and over-rules attchaiy! 
wayes and aQions.« 9g. There is & Spiitudherigratiuns 
preſence'df God. Whereby he is faid ts be iy anduith his 
Chufehy ah4every Raithfrl Meniber therdef Heoy find: 
be ths-God'of Wis Peopte; und wo twelinahemnidft ofa ew” 
PJts 464 3. Tt Dor 4 of Mofis 1 wit Pus Co 0 ever rn 
of God mith"God' oeuly prefer wither ice rHighlte, * 
ahd everyoffe of thern'hxve him ſ0 mucty the nearer £0 
chem'as they tive more ſprenlneed of hiv uſiſting, hebp=" 
me nd encottagind'sr kc. Job: 7/2. Hei wwtth yes 
In x4roteblet avid in Jen. Maneh'7's, le#.-7 i with-y0'to\ 
the td Wf 1h Warld.: * Ofa ll theſe Teveral forts of divine: 
preſence the Apoſtle peaks: Zpb! 4 6. There's tne God 
md Father of off who's #hove all, and through wil, awtiin 
ou all, Aboye all by his power and Soveraignty. thiough' 
Ut; by ms cottmon'provifence, and in'tf his Childen 
by the"preſetice of his grace and Spirit. The life of faith 
rheti excludes none of chefe Divine preſences, but appe- 
NEGETEY cl 
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Cech tam ail aud every (Chriſtianever. intbis. life is in 
«li theſe reſpath;preſenr. withthe Lord, Bat yg” there\js 
-a4 Celeſtial or 4 glorious preſenge «© Which-4he Seiprure 
calls 2 beholdi face co-fares' and irene him 34 he is. 
God xanch(afcrth ro Mefes to ſee lis back paits.-but (ſ. % 
he F xod. 33. 20, 3. n+ Man can {ee my fas and Live, as if 
.be ſbouleſay, this Watull and fratle;Sqare of or tality is 
noreepable of, nor can be admitted to te fall and mng- 
dciaieoviftion of the Divige glory ' and Excellency: While 
we are in the Body we aze abſenrfrom: the beaafical} wi} 
ſion and fruirion.of hip, That”Seate of con;pleat thiffe 
and'bappine(s is reſerved for hereafter. Townd his the 
baviog not yes aKaln &, did breaiþ and ftive 
Phil. 9.12, 1 folltw after if 1 moy apprebend that for which 
-] am apprehended of Chrilt« 1 reach farward {06 the things 
that are before, 1 preſſe towart the mark for the pr ice af the 
-bigh calling of God w-Chritt Jalan. Nowas.to thee, 
rious attaunmenss of perftd bleflednes which the Apalt 
elſewhere calls ſeeing God as we:are ſeen, andiſering him 
clearly as he-is, the |beſt' of Men jo this State 'of Mortality 
ace abſent fromtbe-Lord;, nay, we arena only as ye ua- 
polſleſt of, but in a great meaſure-Rrangerstpy 20d ynag- 
quainied with that fulneſs of joy thas is 1n-zhis lyriqus 
preſence-of God. Eye beth not {eep, nor Fare heard, neither 
have extred into the Heart of Man, the things mbich God bath 
prepared far them that Love him, 1 Cor: 2.9. Now arewe 
the Sons of Gad, and it doth not appear wh it we ball be, but 
we know that when be ſhall appear, we heat he(4he bim /Oor we 
ſhall ſee him as be is. 1 Fob 34 3@ 0 oo oO 
1. Thea if chis bethe ſtate ofthe Godly in;this Life, 'to 
beabſenc from the Lord , what's the condition of wick d 
Men? and where ſhall the ungodly and Sinners appear ? ily 
are at a much greater diſtuance;from ;Gad: ſajtl 50, hea thogt 
God in the World, Strangers and } nemics 'ty hin by ery! 


workes: of whom the Scripiune. hacki propeureſt; E/23- 
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27. Lo ol they that ave far from thee ſhall periſh; 'thou wile 
deflirey oll thoſe that go a Whoring from thee. T bey ſay to the 
Almighty Depart from wi Job: $1.14- and he tothe, de- 
part from me. Out of the preſence of his grace here : and 
hereafter ſhall be puniſht with everlaſting perdition from 
his preſence and glory of bis power. 2 Theſe 1. 9, 

2 Se what lutle reaſon g60d Men have-to be. fond of 
this Stare of mormaliry- wherein they are abſent from the 
Lord. Ir's true, Life, and Death are in the power-of the 
Lord, and boih of them are to be- thanktully accepted at 
his Hands, and meeklyſubmitied to his pleaſure, Man 
may nor quirt his centinell ill be be/orderly diſcharged: 
he may nor break our of Life, though he account ir a pris 
ſon bur muſt expe a tepall delivery. Yer hath norreaſon 
to he fond of mis impriſonmenr, or be cnwilling to be de» 
hvered. While hee's in chis Life, bee's preſent with the By 
dy hee's abſent from the Lord: utr aque juſtia. mora\ «ft, nei- 
ther confideration gives ground of tos paſſionate' a Love 
of iti* Life, 'or 'an inmmoderate defire ofa long abode 
therein. Hee's ar home in the Body: and what is the Body 
but a lump of refined Clay, a caſe not valuable wete it nat 
for the jewell*thar is therein? Ic is of the Earth, Earthly: a 
Body of the' fame' Mold and Merall wich thoſe of the 
"Beaſts rhat' periſh: a fraile and weak carcaſe ſubje@ ro a 
thouſand caſvalties and infirmities, and which is worſt &f 
all, inſeperably link't to a Body of Sin and Dearh , which 
made the Apoſtle # our, wretched man that Tam, who F 
ſhat deliver me &c. Rom: 1.24. Againe as hee's preſent | © 
with the Body, ſo he.'s abſent from the Lord. He (ces not 
the face of his Redeemer, he ſec's not God ſave: as in a 
Glaſs darkly. In the ſtare of Mortality we are abſent from 
our Head, from our Husband; from our Maſters, nay from 
our Fathers Houſe: from our Lite, our Happineſs, and 
that fulneſs cf joy that remains for us 1n his Celeſtial pre 
Tence- This makes hoiy and Heavenly Soules cry with 
David 
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David. P/* 42. 1,2. As the Hart panteth &c- my Soul thirs 
fletb for God, for the Living God, when hall 1 come and ap- 
pear befare God. and conclude with St. Paul, I deftre to de- 
part, and to be with Chrift; which is farre better. Phil. tr. 27, 
3. Propoſition. To be abſear from the Body is ro be 
preſent with the Lord, I do not meane that all men ſo 
ſoone as they are Dead are in a State of Happineſs' and 
Bliſs:no, this is the portion of the heirs of Catvation and of 
them only. Nor do I meane that good Men fo ſoone as 
they Dye, are poſſeſt of all the Happineſs that ever they 
ſhall be:no, the urmoſt conſummation of their Bliſs boih 
in Body and Soul is reſerved co the generail ReſurreRion, 
But T meane; that the Soules of gaod Men are no founer 
ſeparated from the BoJy by naturalf Death , but they are 
preſenreq before Chriſt, and 2dmitred to the beginnings 
of glory and happineſs, The Apoſtle makes nothing to in- 
rervene between theſe rwo: being abſear from the Body, 
and preſent with che Lord. *No third region 'wherein to 
lodge and parge departed Soules before thy tome to the 
preſence of their Redeemer. No middle State betwixe the 
Death of the Gadly anJ rhetr Recepcjan into the Armes 
of Chriſt, andthe manft3ns char” he hath” prepared” for 
rhem. This ground :d the Prayer of Stephens when he was 
abour to Dye, Lord Teſs receiv: my Spirit. Ak 7. 59. and 
the promiſe of o'1r Savioir io the p-nitent Thiefe, Liz: 
23. 43- This day ſhalt thou be with mt in Paradiſe. In the 
parable of the Rich Mia ao | Lazars. Lu: 16, the poor 
Man is immediately'carryed into Abrahams Boſome- where 
he enjoys his good things, as th- other is Tormenred, and 
ſaith St. Fobn Revel: 14 13. I heard aroyce from Heavy n 
ſaying, Write; Blef8ed are the Dead that dye in the Lord: 
frm henceforth + (drag!) from the mo:n<nc of their Death 
and diſſolution they reft from their labours &Cc. The ſenſe 
and ſubſtance of all which places I can not give you bet» 
ter then in the very words of our Chutch in het office - 
ihe 
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the Rurial of the Dead, viz.. The ſouls of the faighfyl be- 
log delivered Froth the By Fd of OA as ny os 
MUGeEOay 038 0D Wok a 
4-Propolition, Holy Men have attaind, may arraine tq this 
big and excellent piich to be willing rather to be abſear 
from che-body and to be preſent withthe Lord. The A- 
poſtle ſmeakes here of ware then his Nagle ſelfe, We in the 
lv:1al Nomber: and he (ayes it not once, andio 4 paſſion 
ah deliberately, once and acaine. Phil: 1, 23 Having a de- 
fire ta depart and to be with Chrift, which is farre betley, Ob- 
ſerve here 1. The defi; cable eſtate of a Chriſtian, name! 
to be with Chriſt, togerher with the Apoſtles willj once 
to.it. 1 defire is, I long for ir. And the ſoooer the betrer. 
3, The way to.comp io this happy State ;_ thazs by de- 
arting hence, by putting off this Earchly Taberpycle, by 
:ing abſenr from the Body. 3, The judrment he j aNlech 
upqn a campariſon of the two, eſtates of Life and Death : 
this later iS wag paar xpje, much very much, farre, and 
exceedingberter,andmore delirable. Sp that he is apt gnely 
williag ro (ubmir ro the common neceſſity of dying, but is 
defirqus.to Nye. Nor willing only to depart hereafter, bur 
to weighanchor and away preſently. He ſtood indifferenc 
to any Kind of Death, Violent or natural, ſo he might Dye 
he had his wiſh. Nor was he of this mind onely upon ſome 
ſudden pang, or fome extati-all paſſion, or upon a ſullea 
and diſcontented fir, being rather weary of life then defi» 
rous of Death, or by reaſon of the hard preſſure of ſome 
poofine afliction,as Jonah, Job,and 1 lias,wiſht for Death: 
ut out of a more deliberate choyce, a (incere affeftion 
to Chriſt and a pious and carneſt defi;e of afuller enjoy+ 
ment of him, and out of ſtroag and invincible apprehenſi- 
ons of che bleſſednes of a Fucure ſtate after Death, An41 if 
you ask by what meanes and degrees he attained, and con- 
lequently we may atraine to this willingnes, the con ext 
wi.l give you the grounds of his choyce and will teach us 
how 


— —— — =z- << -<- co cc. -c---.oc.O._UOM.o.3: 


"SS TED PTY SDK ©. 


= 5 WW 0 as TY TD 7 (TY ww 2  *Y gas *s 


- 
. 


S Sw mn 


tr - 
how we may arriveat the ſame pitch.” - ; Saad 

!, "He had a ſtrong apprehenſion #tid perſwaſion of the 
preat Happines of the life to come compared withthe con- 
dition of this Morral Life: The vaſt difference of which 
two ſtates he ſerrs forth by'ſundry met#phors. v. r. the Bo« 
dy is called an Earthly Houſe; a Mud-wall eafily cruſht by 
a ſudden caſualty, or bartered with then ſhock of a tnore 
liagring diſeaſe, andthough it be let done from external 
Violence, yer ſtoopes ro Time and Age: monlders downe 
of its owne accord. Againethe body'is call'da rent of Tas 
bernacle, ſuddenly <lapr up, und as"eafly took downe a+ 
galtiey's moveable habirztion fic for aſ>journers and pil- 
pt ina Ntute. Bur our eſtare hettaſter isa building of God; 
an houſe not made with hands. Szy then that we are not 
weary of 'our Bodies,” yet we 'may be weary of the 
preſear Wwre add condition ' of them 5 -which is 1 
ſtare of 'corrapiſornt anft 'infirmity, not comparable ro 
that of gloty and aAMOrtalfty Yhar Eefore ts, Here 
we are i corſtinuel perilto have our Eartily houfe 'diffol- 
ved;& ow frailke temporyt Trves ſwallowed up ofDearh.Bar 
jere-afrer! 1614 tortel foul! have pit "ot Immortality and 
Death: fh4Nbefiellowid tp tn vifory; DO 090 
. 2. Me had a ſure and certhine hope of 'enfoying's ſhare 
in tharhappmmeſſe: which by faith he foreſit. Hao, faji?- 
a9, ian. "We know it, we are confident of it, weare 
ſrisfyed and cheareful under the forethoughes and ex+ 
re&2tioh of ir, Withour this hope How ſhell any teever 
'ronght to 7 villitgnes to depare, when heknows nor wht. 
ther. 'wotiter horto fee the Arheifſt and prophane perſon 
ſirink and (tremble ar the approach of Death; to leave” 
2certaine and prefent enjoyment of this Worlds good 
things opon rhe propoſal of future bliffe, wHich rhe one 
b-lieves n&tthat there ts any ſuchthing, the other cannor: 
upon atty conifortdble' prounds conclude that” he ſhall 
have any part-infit. 'Who'can dewilling” tofancit lots an 
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Eternity, which he knows nor whether-it will -be of- bliſ} 
or miſery. Fhis made the Emperour Adrians Heait ake, 
and his Soul loath to leave its former habitation. Atrimule 
pudula, blandula &c, que nunc diſcendivin [8a ? | ab (weet 
naked Soule into whar, dark uncouth and. Giſmal places 
art thou now a goigg?Bur on the contrary a Chtiltians de» 
fire of difſolutiog, procecds from an evidence of bis inte» 
reſt in Chriſt, aſfurance of the remiſſion of Sins, and 
an undoubred title to thoſe exceeding great and pretious 
promiſcs. made to godlineſs of rhe good thingy of his 
Life, .and the better ,which is to come, | |! » 
-+:34, Ground in;hig beingin ſome meaſure fitzed ang pre» 
pared for the preſence of the Lord; He that bath wrought 
we to this ſelfe-ſome th'ng, # God. v. 5, which ſome under» 
ſtand rhus. It's God that h«th brought us to this purpoſe, 
reſolution and choyce, that we had rather- be ab ent. from 
the Body &c, the frame of Spirit is beyond the attainment 
of nature; and proceeds from bigher then humane princi. 
pics Orhers underſtand ic thus. He that hath wrought ug 
ted and framed us for this Stare of happineſs 4 wregzeodue- 
r1&, a Metaphor from Carpenters (quaring and: plaining 
their Timber,or Maſons hewiag and poliſhing theirStones, 
or Goldſmiths ſcouring and burniſhing their Metall , for 
look as ip the building in the Temple at Hiern/alem the 
Wood and Stones were framed and fitted in the Moun. 
taines, that no Axe or Hammer might be heard in the Tem- 
ple, ſo Chriſtians are fitced in this Life for glory: no {cou- 
ring, purging or poliſhing hereafter , the title to inheri- | 
tance is [ett forth her; the poſſeſſion is delivered here- 
after.Exercis'd, Educated, and train'd up we are in theſe 
inferiour Schooles of grace; the degrees,and dipnities are 
confer'd in the generall Convocarion and Conliſtory of 
glory. Now, 35.80 piece of Timber can promiſe it ſelf an 
honourable, Race in the buildiag, ſave thar-which is fitted 
and carved before it be layd, nor any hope for a Crowne 
, that 
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thathath neirher breeding nor title toir: Soynor can any 
promiſe 10 themſelves glory, whom Get! hath nor poli- 
ſhed and firted by ſandification and Grace. The Apoſtle 
Col: 1. 13. thankes the Father that Bath made ws fitt, or 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of ihe Saints inlight , 
nor. that hath put us inro 2 condition 'to\merit Heaven, bur 
hath adopred us vadeſerving,and firred us that were un 
fit. This God doth by making us partakers of the Divine 
nature, turning our hearts'from Sin to Holineſs, ſo ma- 
king us new Creatures. Which happy thing and altera- 
tion who ſo ever finds truly, though but weakly, wrought 
in him he longs to be in poſſeſſion of that which God of 
his mercy in Chriſt hath in ſome degree fitted and prepa» 
red him for | 

4+ The laſt ground is Gods having given to them the 
eerneft of the ſpirit. v, 5. By which we may underſtand the 
truics of the Spirit, namely, joy and peace in believing, 
which are the fruits of the Spirir and” the gifts of God 
nat it a way of duty only, as to believe, repeat, Love the 
Father and the Brethren, and the like are Fruns of the Spi- 
rit,/but in a way of reward or recompenſe of Grace. Theſe 
prediſcoveries of Gods good will, and manifeſtation of 
his Love ro Men are the hanſells and fore-raſts of Glory, 

This theApoſtle calls Joy unſpeakable & full of py obs 
tain'd'here in a way of believing;the ſure-carneſts. of bet- 
ter enjoyments in the rime ro come. . 1 Pet: i. 8, Now as 
the fight of rhe glory of Chriſt in his transfiguration made 
theDiſciples loath to foregoe)thatipleaſant raprure. Mater, 
"ths good for us to be here. Matt: 17, 4. ſo luch: fore-taſts of 
the Divine Love, and preſentiments of the happineſs of a 
future ſtate as, no doubr, the Apoſtles and holy Men ſome- 
times had, makes them long for the full enjoyment, and 

deſire ro be: with Chriſt which is beſt of all. But leaſt 

while I ſpeak of the high attainemencs of ſtrong, Chriſti- 
ans I ſhould diſcourage-the Hearts of Babes in Chriſt, who 
E are 
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are-as dear doin, 2od he a2 eenger of thera, 43 they 'that 
are of greater '@&@ngth and fulter -proweb thoug b) fram 
theſe he expects more ſervice and greater obedience: take 
theſe Cautions, 'r.,W hat bark been faid is not to be taken 
a5 if none were 1a be accounted or. wright account them 
ſelves cood Chriſttans who frnd-nov in themſelves faxch a 
perfect and a cooſtanr willingnets co Dye. This Charaſtes is 
for ſtrong; grownzand: expericnc's: Chriſtians, and that 
not alwaies, but at tome ſeaſons, fuck. as bave firoug ap» 
prehenſions of the glory of the other World, and the hap» 
pineſs of that eternal! reſt which rentaines for the Per. 
ple bf Cod ; that have good: affyrance through grace of 
their intereſt cheren; ab4 can rejoyce in the hope of the! 
glory of God: others may be weaker and yet rrue:Chti-: 
Rians tos vihey dre pronounced bleed thot bubrgtt offer 
Rightrodfind/a y a5: well /2s they that tong add this for 
glory. 2. Nor wuſt it be to taken as if even {trong Chri-- 
ſtiads Were without'a naturall abhorrence of Death, and 


ad:cining from: in the Difciples in a Tempeſt, and Precy: 


whenhe began to fink cty-dut upon the apptehenſion vfl 
apptCachinpDeath; and- yer were, Chnſts Difaphes 'for 
31 chat; /'The &poltle iptimacresn chart be ant orher / Chriſty 
ans chil have been plac ro. have efcapes! Death, if: Gbdp 
will were ſo, and if they could have artived act what they 
aimtd at and looked for, withour! paſſing chrongh. the! 
juwes thereof, n. 4. nat that we avid beuactourbed;i 610! 
bathed won &o. Qar blefſesd Suvibur hill by rhis Teſtife! 


the triſth of his huaane narure; in thar be wis &ffraid of! 


Dearh, Father if it be poſhble let thas Coppe pu/s Soon me. 
yawithall fets a Copy and leaves us patrerhe of thoſt' 
free refip6acion , anc! phtrehr ſobmiſſion 10 the Farkers 


will : yet avt my will but thy will be dane. 3: Ava Chilled of 


God is not Without a n.tural abhorretige of Peartryſo mor 


without a due Careto preſerve his Life, ſd-long as God; 


fey it fit, . and @ willingacls 10 beare thoſe woubles 
41% and 
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»nd inconveniencies of life which God: to exer- 
riſe kim under: God heth (err His Children in" this/World 
av ſoftdlers 0n- their puatd, Wor 'ro Hine away ar) their 
pleaſure bur 10 ware rb} they fare relealt! ant} caller! off. 
We may £o out of Life when iGod openha doore, burrwe 
may not break priſon, We may depart-asking Gods leave. 
Lord now letteft thou thy Servant dep art. Lu: 2. 29. bur muſt 
be willing to ftay his leizare, and expe his diſmiffion. 
Thus cetwiihſtanding the Apofile Pat! was defirons to 
deparry yer he firs down contenred arhen be. ſaw God 
would trave'him worke, and feffer longer, Phil. 1. 24. Ne+ 
vertbtheſſe 10 abide in the fleſh 34 mbre noeqfultl for you;ond bas 
wing "this confidence 7 know ©7 hall  abtde 8c. Hamroee 
Chrift ſhall be magnified iv iy Botly, wiether it be by Life 
or by Death:ſor 46 me to Lives Chrifl guPye hn gainie. uv. 20,21.5 
From what hath been ſaid, gather wEequrage to encobuns 
ter Death, bad t& look the Kink oB acrrour' in the face 
which is fo farre from hemp now a rerrowr 159 The 
Children of God, «vtar ity" b&vomhe the 'ebjeft of 
their. deſires ' 4nd ' wiſhes. The Sightfoll Serpent be» 
fore which all Mankind fled is it 'the Hand' of Ab/ey 
become a Rod end -'a Sraffe of fbpport and comfores 
] meane Death which Is atehemy Wnnures,endthe wages 
of Sin 4s by-rhe power of Chriſt, aen'd to @ friend and a 
Servant CE ES 
troubleſome, and tneertitine Life, ad « pdf #Ble 
fed and Glorious immortality. Make thiew 2 'vertue' of 
neceſſity, and being its appointed for w ulltd Dyni: Heb: g. 
27. learne we-to the daybie 1 Cor? 15. 34.140 ferring our 
hearts and Houſes mm order that /we tay rather meer Death, 
then fiye from it :/ rather wiſh arid weleome it, 'then be 
affraid of it, © "And ſeeivg' al 1531/6 things ſhall ' be 'Yifolved 
Phat manner of Pet ſons __—_———_ in oxy 4 007ey- 
ion and godlines, looking fir ; ard bBiftivwg to the | 
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And from the occaſion and obje before you be inſtru» 
ed ro prepare todye. © Nothing that is either great or 
poodſecures fromDeath, No Man living can deliver him. 
ſelfe from the power of the grave. A little time will re- 
turne us to our duſt, and ſhur us up in the bouſe pre. 
pard for all living. A few Months have puta period to 
the Mortal lives of two good Brothers, not more united 
by the bonds of nature then by thoſe of Grace and bro- 
therly affe&tion. Of whom we may ſay what Davidſaid of 
Saul and Fonathane Sam: 1+ 33: They were lovely and plea- 
ſant in their lives, and in their Deaths they were wot much 
divided» Such a paire as for lincericy in Religion ,: for 
mutual correſpondence of * afieGion one towards ano» 
ther, and for canddur and integricy of converſation to» 
wards all Men will fcaiſe be paralleld ia this, or, I doubt, 
in the ſucceeding age. 9017] 

As for this worthy Gentlewan- whoſe funeral hath 
brought us together need fay. lice ,, being L ſpeak ro 
an auditory that have knowne him much longer and bers 
ter then my ſelſe. His extraction from;Honoyrgble and 
pious Anceſtors wasi by him !honoured with qualities 
and converſation worthy: ſuch a'deſcent, ' In matcers. of 
Religion ht was ſerious and fix; , not eccentrick and un- 
certaine in his motions , bur a fixed ſtarre in his owne 
Orbe; giving a Neady-»and a canſtanc light. In matterg 
of zhe world” be was guſt, and equitable; render of diſhoy 
mnouring bis God, orc injuring bis Neighbour , providing 
thivgs hon im the ſight, of all Men, ſtudying -ro give 
no juſtcavleof offence ta great or ſmall. Of ſo well bal 
lanc'r a ſoul and a ming ſo-prepar'd to allevents,that ſcare 
any. External accidents: whether proſperous or adverſg(of 
which his life wanced'yor it's variety > were ever obſegved 
to reſolve him into any unſeemly, exprefſioas or immro+ 
derare effuſions, of ſorrow, joy, teare, anger, or any ocher 
jmpotear and unruly paliog. Offuch a compoled. gras 
ba | vity 


= A MS oo & fy> a imme f oc. ww .>ao. . 


XU 


| (17 ] 
vity that ſhameleſſe wickedneſſe & open profaneneſs choſe 
rather to hide it ſelfe fr6 him then ro affront him. Yer of cthac 
courteſy & affabiliry rhat attracted & obliged all perſons,ſo 
that ſeldome any of any rank went away from himill ſatisfy- 
ed or diſpleaſed. Loving and faithful ro his kindred and 
friends, and out of a faire eſtare free and liberal to 
them, and alſo 10 the poore and needy. An eminent exam- 
ple of wiſcome and goodneſle in all eſtates of life, in all 
the imployments ke managed, and all relations that he 
underwent. And all thele Greces and vertues ſet off with 
ſo much humility, modeſty, ard ſelfe denyal,and ſeaſond 
with ſo much plinneſſe and fincerity as made them all 
ſhive like apples of Gold in Picures of Silver. How well 
he deſerved of all ſorts, and how generally he was and de- 
ſervedly beloved 1 appeal to the frequency of this ſolem- 
nity, to the common vogue of the Country, and particu- 
larly to the ſad hearts and heavy lookes of you his friends 
here preſent, of others 100 thatare abſent no leſle ſenſi» 
ble, and paſſionate Mourners. In a word, it may be ſaid of 
him as St. Jobn ſayes of Demetrius. 3. Jobn 12. He bath 
@ good report of all Men and of the truth alſo. And ha» 
ving ſerved his. p*neration by the will of God, having done 
bis work and hs. *:d his courſe he is come to his grave in 
2 full age,as a ſhock of corne comes in, in it's ſeaſon: lea» 


ving to his friends and poſterity ſomething to perpetuate 


his memoty berter then a Coator a Scucheon,even the 
fragrancy of a pious name, and the ſhining light of a good 
example.Learne we that are his Survivors to tranſcribe 
his Copy, to Live after his example, and to be follow- 
ers of him who by Faith and patience inherits the pro» 
miſes, ſo when we are abſent from our Bodyes ſhall we be 
preſent with the Lord ; we in the meane rime labouring 
that whether preſent or abſent we may be accepted of 
God through Jeſus Chrift: to whom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt be honour and Glory for ever. Amen, 
F INIS. 
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